
August 6, 2013 

FCC and To Whom it may Concern: 

I am writing to you about my radiation exposure. In 1996 I had a 

home built. I was working for the same company for twenty six years, 

at this time. In 1999, I started feeling vibrations in my home, some so 

strong that it shook me out of the bed in the early morning hours. I 

started having severe migraine type headaches, nose bleeds, 

concentration difficulties, aches in my muscles and joints, dizziness, 

nausea to name some. I went to see my physician, nothing found and 

also an M.R.I., nothing found. I underwent psychological testing which 

was normal and showed I was in high percent of being honest, lucid and 

forthright. My dog, Sadie became ill, vomiting and stomach problems, 

usually vomiting between 2:30- 3:00am. I had to leave my home, the 

noise, vibrations and illness drove me out. I had to retire early from my 

job, which I liked. Many other residents were suffering as myself. This 

has been a horrible experience for us. I believe electromagnetic 

radiations are the cause for these problems. The current laws are not 

protecting the population. Incrementally, the population is being 

affected from the pollution. I have enclosed three newspaper articles to 

validate my complaints. 

Sincerely, 

Diane C. Anton 

diane
Text Box
Diane Anton lived in Kokomo, Indiana when this happened.

diane
Text Box
Comments on Notification of Inquiry, ET Docket No. 03-137
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Constant hum rattles 
lives in Indiana town 
BRIAN ALBRECHT 

Plain Dealer Reporter 

KOKOMO , INn. -Fear ripples 
in silent, invisible waves in this 
small factory town surrounded 
by green horizons of corn. 

People say pulses of low-fre
quency sound are pounding 
neighborhoods with an unseen 
fist; making them hurt, making 
them sick. 

They say their houses crack 
and vibrate from the same myste
rious force that drives spikes of 
pain through their eyes and ears, 
bones and joints; churns their 
guts in bouts of diarrhea and 
nausea; robs them of sleep and 
nearly their sanity; wakens their 
children in the middle of the 
night with bloody noses. 

Truck driver Billy Kellems says 
there are days when he can sit on 
his back patio and watch dead 
leaves dance on the ground, 
"cracking and popping like but
ter in a skillet." 

Postal worker Scott Wenger 
wearily recites a long list of 
health problems that have 
sapped the life from his family, 
sighing, "Once, we actually used 
to smile and laugh, have fun and 
feel like doing things." 

They, and others in this city 
north of Indianapolis, blame a 
phenomenon called ''the Kokomo 
Hum." 

It's a catchy title, though some
what of a misnomer. 

There is a nearly continuous 
noise that can be heard in some 
parts of town; a muted rumble 
that sounds like a train or truck 
engine idling in the distance, or 
the muffled roar of a far-off fur
nace. 

Yet what you can't hear accom
panying this noise - a sound be
yond the range of human hearing 
- is what really hurts, according 
to residents who say they have 
been sickened by this force dur
ing the last three years. 

SEE KOKOMO I A6 
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Constant hum upsets 
lives in Indiana town 

The number of complaints 
reached a point last month 
"'here the city authorized 
SlOO,OOO for investigating the 
mystery, deopite the small num
ber of people who say they're af
fected (about 100 In a commu
&ity of 47,000), and the 
skepticism of some residents 
about t hi s expend iture and 
whether the hum exists. 

But for those who say they've 
endured the hum, that $100,000 
offers a glimmer of hope .... At 
least the city is finally acknowl
edging that there may be some
thing to it,• says Scott Wenger's 
....;fe, Penny. 

"'t's legiL It makes sense, and 
1t,s here." 

Investigation abroad 
Actually, it's almost every

where. Low-frequency, or infra
sound, waves a re those falling 
below 20 hettz (humans can hear 
rounds from 20-20,000 hertz) 
and can are capable of traveling 
:housands of miles. 

They can be generated natu
rally by earthquakes, avalanches, 
waterfalls, volcanic explosions, 
hurricanes and tornadoes. 
Whales and elephants use infra
sound to communicate, and the 
low-frequency pitch accompany
ing a tiger's roar can temporarily 
paralyze its prey. 

Man-made infrasound is pro
duced by explosions, or large ma
chinery including power-generat
ing plan\1:. tnfrasound-detection 
technology is used to monitor vi
olations of nuclear test ban trea
tie"i. 

The possible effect of infra
sound on human health has been 
investigated abroad for many 
years, prompti ng creation of 
such groups as the Low-Fre
quency Noise Sufferers Associa
tion in England. 

!1ut Dr. Scott Masten, staff sci~ 
entist at the National Institutes 
of Environmental Health Sci· 
enccs, cautions that Jab tests may 
not apply to a communitywide 
infrasound problem - of which 
few have been documented. Two 
of the more widely reported 
cases of unidentified low-fre
quency "hums• blamed for in
flicting health problems have 
been in Scotland and Taos, N.M. 

ln 1999, the hum came to Ko
~omo - named for a Miami In
clian chief and the self-described 
•city of firsts," for the first com
mercial1y constructed automo
bile, pneumatic rubber tire, 
canned tomato juice, push-but
IDa car radio 3Jld "Old Ben," the 
world 's largest s teer (4,2 70 
ponnds), whose mounted carcass 
is displayed in a local park. 

Today, this factory/farm tradi
tion continues in a city domi
nated by such industries as a 
huge DairnlerChrysler transmis
sion plant, the world headquar
ters of the Deleo division of Del
phi Automotive, and Haynes 
International, maker of high-per
formance alloys for jet engines 
and power turbines. 

Folks who work and !~\·c in the 
town are •pretty much level· 
headed, salt-of-the-earth people," 
says Lisa Hurt Kozarovich, who 
has written a series of stories 
about the hum for the Kokomo 
Tn"bune. 

"That's probably why t hey're 
having a difficult time with this 
[hum], because it is something 
strange and unusual: she says. 
"They can 't see it, sme11 it or 
touch it, so it raises questions 
like, 'How can a noise make you 
sick?' .. 

To those living 'vith the hum, 
how it occurs doesn't matter as 
much as when it \viii end. 

Since the hum started three 
years ago, Maria McDaniel said, 
she and her husband, Billy Kel
lems, 36, and two sons, ages 11 
and I 7, have suffered sleepless
ness, headaches, diarrhea, nau
sea, aching joints and nerves 
rubbed raw. 

The noise and vibrations are 
stronger at night but diminish on 
weekends, leaving them irritable 
and disoriented, like a bad hang
over, McDaniel, also 36, says. 

Certain parts of the bouse are 
a!fccted1 with continuous crack
ing and nails vibrating from 
walls in some areas, feelings of 
dizziness and vertigo in others. 
.. Don't sit in that chair," Kel1ems, 
warns a visitor. "'Nobody sits in 
that chair anymore. Anybody 
who does has to go to the bath
room fh·e minutes later.• 

And yet the worst part about 
the hum, Kellems says, is won· 
dering, "'What's it doing to you 
when you can't sense it?" 

About a mile east of their 
house, much the same sicknesses 
and aches have plagued Penny 
and Scott Wenger and their four 
children, ages 5 through 18. 
Scott Wenger, 43, describes the 
debilitating effect of the hum as 
"like standing under a fluores
cent light that's nickering, about 
ready to go out. It just gets on 
your nerves.'" 

Wenger and others who say 
they're affected by the hum tell of 
1Vs and household appliances 
turning themselves on and off, 
light bulbs frequently burning 
out or exploding, a nd cell phones 
malfunctioning. 

Wenger says he's had the 
house cheeked for gas leaks, ra
don, sewer gas, carbon monoxide 
and black mold. All tests were 
negative. 

Medical teots also have become 
a way of life for some families. 
Evelyn Floyd, 45, eotimates that 
she has spent nearly $8,000 be
yond insurance coverage on ex· 
aminations and medications for 
pain and depression caused by 
the hum. 

She and her husband, Tom, 37, 
moved to a new house after she 
was gripped in her o·wn, personal 
earthquake in 1999 - ·a sudden 
vibration, shooting up my legs 
and spine, that shook me like a 
rag doll." She says it left her with 
lingering ailments including 
muscle cramps, headaches and 
loss of memory. 

The move didn't help. She says 
she still hears the sound, feels 
the invisible pressure, and her 
husband can't shake a constant 
ringing in his ears. 

"Some people look at you like 
you're nuts. It makes me mad," 
Floyd says. "I am not a fruitcake. 
I am not nuts. • 

It's a fan1iliar reaction to Diane 
Anton, 51, who has waged an ag
gressive campaign for public 
awareness and government in
vestigation of the hum. She even 
hired private engineering firms 
to test for infrasound at her 
house. Those tests indicated that 
a nearby factory could be the 
source of the sound. 

Initially, the response of resi
dents and officials to her cam
paign was frustrating, Anton 
says. "'Everyone was trying to say 
I wasn't normal, that I was just 
hearing or feeling things that 
weren't there, questioning my 
mental health," she says. 

In late 1999, her headaches, 
nosebieeds, aching joints and 
chronic diarrhea. became too 
much to handle. After working 
for 30 years at Deleo, Anton took 
early retirement and moved to 
South Bend, about 90 miles from 
Kokomo. "I feel better here than · 
I did there; she says. 

She left behind the house she 
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Billy Kellems once enjoyed relax.ing on his back patio, listening to the birds and cricke ts. 
Nowadays, all he hears a nd feels is the hum, and "you can't ever relax, 'ca.usc you never get used to 
it." 
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had buill in 1996; her $200,000 
44dream house." It now sits empty 
and abandoned. It isn't for sale. 
"I can't do that to anybody else. 
My conscience won't allow me," 
she says. "Would you like to be 
the one I sold it to?" 

Government inaction 
The government intervention 

that Anton pushed so hard to get 
has been hindered by a lack of 
funds, expertise and equipment, 
officials say. 

''This is a phenomenon beyond 
our expertise," says Kris Conyers, 
the County Health Department 
administrator. "We don't have 
anything to put our hands on , no 
data that says this is a problem 
and what's causing it.• 

An Indiana State Department 
of Health report in 2000 regard-

A mysterious noise dubbed the "Kokomo hum" has plagued this 
small Indiana town for the past three years. Some residents 
blame the vibration oflow-frequency sound waves for inflicting 
ailments including sleeplessness, headaches, joint pains, nausea 
and diarrhea. 

ing Anton's complaints found a 
sound '4not considered normal 
for residential neighborhoods," 
and said the factory identified by 
Anton's consultants could be a 
source. 

But the report also concluded 
that there was no evidence to 
link the sound with a nyone's 
health problems. 

Subsequent state Health De
partment requests for federal in
vestigation of the hum went no
where. Both t he Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
and U.S. Environmental Protec
tion Agency could offer no help. 

Kokomo's recent authorization 
of $ 100,000 to study the hum 
represents both a financial and 
philosophical commitment, 
according to Ken Ferries, city at
torney. By author izing t he 

money, "the ci ty accepts that 
there is something worth looking 
into," he says. 

"The outcome could be, yes, 
there is a problem, or it could 
turn out to be nothing," he says. 
"I think folks would like to know, 
once and for all ." 

Some have already made up 
their minds. A recent contributor 
to the Kokomo Tribune's "Sound 
Oft" column wrote: "I can't be
lieve the mayor is going to spend 
$100,000 to appoint a committee 
or someone to study the so-called 
mysterious hum that residents 
say is causing them health prob
lems .. .. What a waste of 
money." 

That isn't an uncommon senti
ment , says Kozarovich, local 
writer. "It's a problem because 
most people don't hear it at their 

"They can't see it, 

smell it or touch it, 

so it raises 

questions l ike, 'How 

can a noise make 

you sick?'" 
Lisa Hurt Kozarovich, 

freelance w:-iter 

homes and find it hard to be· 
lievc," she says. "'Some people sa) 
they (noise sufferers) are just 
looking to sue somebody." 

More tolerance 
Though not necessarily the 

same situation in te rms o f a 
health mystery, Kokomo is the 
community that in the midJ 
1980s made Ryan White - who 
contracted AIDS from his treat
ment for hemophilia - the na
tional poster boy for AIDS preju
dice and intolerance. 

The 15-ycar-old was banned 
from public school, someone 
fired a bullet through the Whites' 
front window, and when the fam
ily ate in restaurants, their platesl 
and silverware were thrown ouL 

Nowadays, however, many res
idents are considerably more tol
erant of those who say they have 
been afnicted by the hum. Resi
dents who haven't heard it never
theless empathize with those 
who say they have. 

Teresa Hudson, 43, who helps 
run a convenience store in the

1 

same area of town where several; 
of the noise complaints originate, 
says some of her customers talk 
about having similar health 
problems. lbey're mirroring the 
same symptoms , and what 
they're experiencing is not just in 
their imagination; she says. 

ThOSe who hear and feel the 
hum say their numbers would be 
greater if others like them 
weren 't reluctant to come for
ward. They say there's a fear of 
being ridiculed or criticized; or of ' 
lawsuits that could be brought by ' 
sound·sufferers against local em- t 
ployers, costing jobs in this 
strong u nion town. 

Billy Kellems deo.ies seeking 
financial gain from his family's 
plight.. ~It's not about a lawsuit. · 
Keep your damn money. Just : 
give me back my happiness," he : 
says. 

So why not just move? I 
It's a common question, Kel

lems says. But he and his wife be
lieve the problem isn't unique to 1 

Kokomo, and this is as good a ; 
place as any to make a stand. 
"Kokomo is known as the city of 
firsts, so why not be the first to · 
figure out wha~s going on?" he : 
says. ~If that's our motto. let's 1 
livebyit." , 

Yet he and others wonder just : 
what kind of community they , 
\vii! \vind up \vith as a result or , 
the hum. 

"Is this going to keep our chil- : 
dren from being able to have 
kids?" asks Scott Wenger. "Is this 
going to be a community so 
burned out from lack of sleep 
that it11 go nuts?" 

The future is as uncertain as 
the present. For the moment, 
they can only endure and hope 
that someday the hum will end. 

As Kellems says, "Right now, 
hope is all we got. • 

For information about noise pol
lution, theNoi&e Pollution Clear
inghou$e has a list ofWeb sites at: 
WTlJtD.nonoist .org 

Contact Brian Albrecht at: 
balbrecht@plaind.com, 216-999-4853 
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Kokomo hum 
• A smalf .. sub=study 
suggests cell phone 
towers, radio stations 
may be sources. 

BV JOY DANISON 
Tribune staff writer 

Low-frequency and infrasonic sounds 
traced to industrial equipment at Haynes 
International and DaimlerChrysler Corp. 
may be the cause of local residents' 
health problems. 

But area cell phone towers and radio 
stations might also be to blame. 

That's the suggestion of retfred physi
cist Bill Curry, owner of Glen Ellyn, Ill.
based EMSciTek Consulting Company. 
. As part of his 10-month investigation 
mto the mystery of the Kokomo hum 
acoustics expert Jim Cowan of Cam~ 
bridge, Mass.-basecf Acentech hired Curry 
to conduct a small sub-study on electro
magnetic radia-
tion in the local ~-DI1DiJl\ 
area. ,Jit,U,Wfi!lf~ 

Specifically, HEAJ ~I.,H ? 
Cowan wanted ~ 
to know 
whether such ra- 1 

diation might be 
another cause of 
local residents' 
symptoms. 

Curry's results 
became public 
for the first time 

COMING 
SUNDAY 
• City wants 
follow-up to see 
if equipment 
remediation helps 
~u~ s.lJ!!erers. 

last week when Cowan submitted his fi
nal written report on the hum study to 
Kokomo city officials. Though the electro
magnetic study is largely inconclusive it 
does point to another environmental phe
nomenon that might be making local res
idents sick. 

.A Continued from page A1 

In May, Curry visited Koko
mo to conduct measurements 
at four locations, including at 
homes on Terrace Drive South 
Lewi~ Street, Superior' Street 
and Sussex on Berkley. At two 
of the locations, residents heard 
a high-pitched sound. At the 

· other two, residents heard a 
low-pitched noise. 

Curry said his measurements 
showed radio frequency radia
tion at each of the four homes. 
The radiation could be traced 
to radio frequency signals gen
erated by local cell phone tow
ers and radio stations. 

None of the radiation levels 
measured exceeded limits es
tablished by the Federal Com
munications Commission Cur
ry said. The levels also f~ll be
low the current threshold for 
microwave hearing, he said. 

But the sources of the electro
magnetic radiation involve cell 
phone signals, some of which 
have complex pulsing patterns 
Curry said. Some research sug~ 
gests that because of the com
plexity of these pulsing pat
terns, the radiation generated 
may affect human health at 
lower levels, he said. 

"If we are restricted to the 
conventional model of mi
crowave hearing, no." electro-
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patterns of these sources that 
this changes the way mi
crowave hearing should be 
.looked at, then I guess all bets 
are off... 

"That is a question that needs 
to be looked at," Curry said. 

Cowan cautioned ttiat Curry's 
study is small and hardly com
prehensive. He pointed out that 
the study involved only four lo
cations in Kokomo and that 
some of the theories it relies on 
- particularly that low levels of 
electromagnetic radiation may 
affect human health - are un
proven and highly debated 
among scientists. 
· Curry's study does however 
highlight the need fo~ ·more re~ 
search on the matter, Cowan 
said, just as his own study 
points to the need for more re
search into how long-term ex
posure to low levels of low-fre
quency sound and infrasound 
affects human health. 
' "Each of us did measure 

something and each of us did 
point' to specific sources, how
ever ... there is no concrete data 
that supports the levels we 
measured are a problem, no 
concrete documented evidence 
that these levels are not a prob
lem," Cowan said. 

"We each identified some
thing, [but] whether it has the 
potential to cause what these 
people are experiencing, that's 
som_ething that other studies 
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Health officjals 
were sarcastic 

In regard to the Indiana Depart
ment of Health report concerning 
the conversation I had with Hans 
.\lessersmith and Rex Bowser. 
many facts were inaccurate and 
untrue. 

Initially I had reported to them 
that I had been feeling intense 
pressures and vibrations in my 
home. and that I had been literally 
jolted out of my bed at approxi
mately 2:30 a.m. \\ben I reported 
feeling these intense >ibrations 
and pressures in the early morn
ing hours and hearing the hum
ming within my home, Bowser 
and \lessersmith laughed and sar
castically asked if I had looked to 
see if a meteor had landed in my 
yard. 

l\ly increasing health problems 
are no laughing matter. Since 
1999 I have been experiencing 
painful headaches, sleep distur
bances. aches in bones and joints, 
memory and concentration diffi
culties. pressures and ringing in 
mv ears. to name a few. 
i also expressed concern about a 

large sonic boom heard in the fall 
of 1999 that shook the ground for 
miles. 

From my own ongoing experi
ence and increasingly bad health 
symptoms, I believe this low-fre
quency noise pollution has been 
damaging health in Kokomo for 
close to three years and will con
tinue to damage people until pub
lic servants take seriously the 
gravit} of this situation. 

We. the citizens and taxpayers. 

need testing from qualified engi
neers to identify and stop the 
source of low-frequency pollution; 
and we need emergency medical 
help from our government as soon 
as possible. ; . 

Maureen Christie 
Kokomo 

• This page 
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